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5 Strategies to get direct clients to come to you

Hey, it's Maggie!

So...here’s the deal. The past couple of days I've been thinking about how you can
give yourself that extra edge in your freelance writing career.

We all know that quality, direct clients lead to some of our biggest paydays as
freelance writers. And I've put a lot of free info together for you on how to find and
lock in those high-paying clients.

But today, I want to take it a step further and talk about how to get those quality
direct clients to come to YOU. That way, you can spend more time making money
and less time trying to find work.

Sound good? Then let’s dive in! I'm going to share with you 5 powerful ways to get
clients to come knocking on YOUR DOOR.

#1 - Write a press release. You may be used to writing press releases for clients but
also consider writing a press release for yourself to get your profile in front of
potential clients.

To do this, you need to make sure the topic you're writing about is “newsworthy.”
What I mean is that you can’t write about yourself or your company in the first
person. But you can write about news in your specialty niche.

For example, let’s say you specialize in writing about the travel industry and there is
a special event that will take place at the Vatican in Rome, Italy. By creating a press
release for this event, you can bring awareness to your writing and your company.

At the bottom of every press release, there is a place to add the author’s name
(which is you) and/or company of the press release. Some even allow links to your
website and social media profiles. When you use the free press release service, these
options vary. If you decide to pay a fee, then you can add pretty much any link and
photo that you wish. It’s very easy and you will get results, especially if your topic is
upbeat and exciting.

There are a lot of sites out there that will distribute your press release all over the
web, at no cost. Head over to Google type in “free press release distribution.”
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free press release distribution - Coogle Search

- OS] | + @ heps 8 www.google.com)7ows _rd=
GO gle free press release distribution n

Web News Videos Images Shopping More = Search tools

About 110,000,000 results (0.31 seconds)

Press Releases - Want to Write an Awesome Release? ®
www.prweb.com/ ~

3.6 %k %+ rating for prweb.com

Learn How & Use Our Free Template!
Press Release Example Super-Charged Advertising
How to: Write a PR Small Businesses

College Press Releases - uwire.com
www.uwire.com/ ~
Press Release Distribution to College Media Professionals

The Best Free Press Release Distribution Services
www.cyberalert.com/.../the-best-free-press-release-distribution-services/ ~

Sep 18, 2013 - Alist of the best free press release distribution services to help PR and
marketing professionals drive traffic to their websites.

PRLog: Free Press Release Distribution Service

www.prlog.org/ ~

Free press release distribution service for all businesses - Increase traffic and visibility
- Online press release submission.

Login - Press Release Account - Submit Press Release - Submit Free Press Release

50 Free Press Release Submission Websites - Avangate
www.avangate.com/avangate-resources/.../press-release-distribution.htm ~
PressReleasePoint is a new web2.0 optimised free press release distribution website.
You can ... Here's another free press release distribution site for your list: .

20+ Free Press Release Distribution Sites - Mashable
mashable.com/2007/10/19/press-releases/ ~ Mashable

Oct 19, 2007 - Following up on the advertising toolbox, you also need to let the media
(oh if only there was a site about web 2.0 and social networking where ...

The Best Paid and Free Press Release Sites - Mequoda Daily
mwv.mequoda.comfarticlesr...mest-paid-and-frea-press-release-sitesf -

Mirt 20 2N14 - Fras nrace ralasca citae ara nenalhy wah hacad and maw ar maw nnt lat

As you can see, you have quite a few options. From here, you can click on an actual
press release distribution site. Or you can find directories, which list even more free
press release websites.
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free press release distribution - Google Search
4 & | ||| + | @ [https & www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=free+press+release+distribution ¢

About 110,000,000 results (0.27 seconds)

Press Releases - PRWeb.com @
W.DMGD.GOW -

3.6 Yk % o+ rating for prweb.com

See Formats & Use Our Templates to Create Your Press Release Today!
Press Release Example Super-Charged Advertising
How to: Write a PR Small Businesses

College Press Releases - uwire.com
www.uwire.com/ ~
Press Release Distribution to College Media Professionals

The Best Free Press Release Distribution Services
www.cyberalert.com/...[the-best-free-press-release-distribution-services/ -

Sep 18, 2013 - Allist of the best free press release distribution services to help PR and
marketing professionals drive traffic to their websites.

PRLog: Free Press Release Distribution Service

www.prlog.org/ =

Free press release distribution service for all businesses - Increase traffic and visibility
- Online press release submission.

Login - Press Release Account - Submit Press Release - Submit Free Press Release

50 Free Press Release Submission Websites - Avangate
www.avangate.com/avangate-resources/.. [press-release-distribution.htm ~
PressReleasePoint is a new web2.0 optimised free press release distribution website.
You can ... Here's another free press release distribution site for your list: .

20+ Free Press Release Distribution Sites - Mashable
mashable.com/2007/10/19/press-releases/ ~ Mashable ~

Oct 19, 2007 - Following up on the advertising toolbox, you also need to let the media
(oh if only there was a site about web 2.0 and social networking where ...

The Best Paid and Free Press Release Sites - Mequoda Daily
www.mequoda.com/articles/.../best-paid-and-free-press-release-sites/ ~

Ot 29, 2014 - Free press release sites are usually web-based and may or may not let
you ... Tips for choosing the best press release distribution service.

60 free press release sites - Vitis PR agency

www.vitispr.com » Blog » Effective press releases ~

Nov 4, 2011 - For the SEO community, press releases have been used as a vehicle to
help link building efforts, but do the free distribution services actually ...

Let’s take a look at one of them. This website lists 50 free press release sites with
information about each one.
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50 Free Press Release Submission Website:

This is Avangate Top 50 press release submission list, most trustworthy sites RSS Fe ed -
where you can publish a press release, all of them free of charge. This list was
initially created in 2007, but thanks to your comments and suggestions, we

have been able to update it regularly. :..h Avangate Blog
posts

50, here is the 2010 list, ordered by Google PageRank. The links lead either to Articles &

"Add/Submit a Press Release" or "Register" page. ﬁ Interviews

No.Directory PR Free Comments Avangate

1 http//www.npr.org/ 9 Yes ﬁ News

2 http//www.betanews.com 6 Yes

3  http//www.directionsmag.com 6 Yes * Register

4  http://news.thomasnet.com/ 6 Yes

5 http:/fwww.nanotech-now.com 6 Yes Share

6 http://www.prlog.org/ 6 Yes * Register

7 http://'www.downloadjunction.com 6 Yes

8 http//www.newswiretoday.com/ & Yes * Register 'i u m

9 http://www.pr-inside.com/ 6 Yes * Register

10 http:/fwww.24-7pressrelease.com 6 Yes * Register

11 http:/fwww.pr.com/ 6 Yes * Register

12 http:/fwww.prleap.com/ 5 Yes * Register

13  http/fwww.free-press-release.com/ 5 Yes * Register

14 http/fwww.clickpress.com/ 5 Yes * Register

15  http:/fwww.pressbox.co.uk/ 5 Yes

16 http:/fwww filecluster.com/ 5 Yes

17 http://digitalmediaonlineinc.com/ 5 Yes * Register

18 http:/f/www.onlineprnews.com/ 5 Yes * Register

19  http/fwww.i-newswire.com/ 5 Yes * Register

20 http://www.cgidir.com/ 5 Yes * Register

21 http:/fwww.przoom.com/ 5 Yes * Register

22 http:/fwww.openpr.com/ 4 Yes

23 http://www.sbwire.com/ 4 Yes * Register

Visit one of these websites and read the instructions on how to use their service to
get your press release out there.
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In addition to free services, there are also paid services, such as PRWeb.com. The
main benefit of going with a paid press release distribution site is that they will
likely get your press release posted to more reputable sites. Sites with more clout
and more traffic. This can lead to more exposure for you.

If this sounds like the route you want to go, visit PRWeb.com and you can review
their pricing and how the whole process works. It’s pretty simple.

Personally, I recommend starting with one of the free press release distribution
services out there. Getyour first release out there and see if you get any bites. If
not, try another one. If you're still not seeing results, then consider investing in a
paid release.

There’s a second benefit that PRWeb.com can bring us as freelance writers. In
addition to helping us get a paid press release out there, PRWeb.com also
consolidates press releases from around the web.

You can subscribe to what are known as news feeds or RSS feeds on the PRWeb.com
website that mention companies in your industry - these are companies you may
want to write for. Whenever a press release goes out that mentions one of these
companies you will be notified.

Subscribing to an RSS feed is pretty simple. Go to PRWeb.com. You'll see that they
organize their press releases by industry. Choose your industry by clicking on
“News Center” and selecting the industry from the top navigation menu.
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@ PR\X/eb / Unied States
Online Visibility from Vocus :
HOME NEWS CENTER BLOG Create Free Acco

Front Page Arts Business ‘ Education ‘ Environment ‘ Government ‘ Industry ‘ Lifestyle ‘ Sports Tecl

Friday, Decr .oer 12, 2014 @ RSS | E-mail Newsletters | Put PRWeb on

”~
nd releases @ Showing 1 - 25 of 2500 results

Subscribe to RSS Fe
View Releases by:

> MSA (Region)

Featured News

T e 7 TID Global Corporation | FpjXmania:com’ Vocalcom and Zendes|

to Launch Envicase: a Join Forces to Enable
New Photo Sharing PIXmania to

App i Transform...

December 12, 2014 — December 12, 2014 —-

Envicase enables users to PIXmania Replaces

show off their possessions Patchwork of 10 Tools with

Ml and be envied. The launch Integrated Solution
8 for Combinina Vocalcom

CoesterVMS Releases AIRs Appraisal Quality and Compliance Tool For...
December 12, 2014 - Will help lenders and appraisers meet the new Fannie Mae Collat
Underwriter appraisal requirements

December 12, 2014 - Telecom Giant Bharti Airtel Partners with Pure Minutes in Traffic

Then, click the link to subscribe to that RSS feed.

. East Meets West: Pure Minutes and Airtel Announce Strategic...
? airtel
<

PRI Exchange Agreement
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@ PRwe b B United States Login
Online Visibility from Vocus
HOME NEWS CENTER BLOG Create Free Account »

Front Page Arts Business ‘ Education ‘ Environment ‘ Government ‘ Industry ‘ Lifestyle ‘ Sports Tech | v Other

Friday, December 12, 2014 @ RSS | E-mail Newsletters | Put PRWeb on your site

find releases Sho 1 - 25 of 2500 results >

All Business } )
Subscribe to Business RSS Feed B

Advertising / Marketing

Featured News: Business

Books
!Ple-lnlaH.com ¥ Vocalcom and Zendesk

Consumer Research —" / Join Forces to Enable
g ‘ PIXmania to
Corporations Transform...

December 12, 2014 —
PIXmania Replaces

How Much is Online
Reputation
Reputation Management Pricing
m “ Revealed by...
December 12, 2014 — The
Phoenix online reputation

Direct Marketing

e-Commerce Patchwork of 10 Tools with management experts at

Integrated Solution Reputation Maxx share how

Combinina Vncalcom i online

Employment

Magnolia CMS Announces Major Growth in 2014 along with New Customers...
Entrepreneurs December 12, 2014 — Digital Business is driving adoption of Magnolia.

Executives -

nance Sunrise Hitek’s Signature Case for iPhone 6 and 6 Plus Shipping Now in...

December 12, 2014 -- Sunrise Hitek introduces their new Signature Case for iPhone 6 and

Franchise

Next, copy the url shown in your browser window as shown here:
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6 www.prweb.com/rss2/business.xm c hd 2, Search E ‘
p =

_j This is a "feed" of frequently chm

You can subscribe to this feed to receive updates when this content changes.

Subscribe to this feed using | 5] Choose Application... 7
[ Always use Choose Application... to subscribe to feeds.

Subscribe Now

Business

Latest news releases for Business from PRWeb

Vocalcom and Zendesk Join Forces to Enable PIXmania to Transform...

PIXmania Replaces Patchwork of 10 Tools with Integrated Solution Combining Vocalcom Multichannel Contact Management and Zendesk Customer Service Software.
(PRWeh December 12, 2014)

Read the full story at http://www.prweb.com/releases/2014/12/prweb12392034.htm

Media files
tN 66257 pixmania on.png

How Much is Online Reputation Management Pricing Revealed by Phoenix’s...

The Phoenix online reputation management experts at Reputation Maxx share how online reputation management pricing can be made affordable for those seeking a great online presence in 2015 and offe
(PRWeb December 12, 2014)

Read the full story at http://www.prweb.com/releases/PhoenixReputation/ReputationMaxx/prweb 12387270 htm

Media files
1N 152158 Reputation-Words-Shows-Believe.ong

Now go to a website called blogtrottr.com. This is a completely free service that will
send your chosen feeds to your email address. To do this, add the RSS feed url you
just copied and your email where you want the releases to be sent. Now click “Feed
Me” to receive alerts whenever a press release is sent out.

Getting Started

To get started simply input the URL of the feed you wish to subscribe to and your email address below

@  http://www.prweb.com/rss2/business.xml B4 | maggie@freelancewritingriches.com f Realtime

P Ve

Again, this can be useful because these press releases will be from companies in
your industry that may be in need of content. You can then email or call them and
find out if they’re interested in your freelance writing services.

Yes, press releases coming and going. It doesn’t get much better than that.
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#2 - Set up Google Alerts. This is so easy and it makes Google, one of the largest
companies in the world, work for you!

Visit google.com/alerts. There is a search area where you can create your alert.
Type in “freelance writing jobs” or a similar phrase. Click “show options” to
customize your alert. You can set how often you receive them, what kinds of alerts
and the email address you wish to get them to.

Google saa
Alerts

Monitor the web for interesting new content

freelance writing jobs

Show options. ~

Alert preview
NEWS
Why | Turned Down 2 Full-Time Job Offers Out of College to Freelance and Travel

This job was not only full-time and in my field, but alse included stock ... | did a lot of exercises for figuring out
your passion and writing down your ...

Entrepreneur Series: Growing Up and Doing Business With... Suki Kramer

Night after night, while juggling multiple jobs, she tested, tinkered, and .... While werking odd jobs and
maintaining my freelance writing gigs, | fought ...

Each time Google refreshes its news database and finds the phrase “freelance
writing jobs” in any of its news sources, it will email that piece of news to you.

In other words, Google is scouring the entire Internet - day in and day out - keeping
an eye out for any websites that mention freelance writing jobs, and letting you
know via email when it finds them.
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Pretty cool huh?

Feel free to create multiple alerts. Other phrases you might want to consider are
“freelance writing opportunities” and “freelance writing gigs” If you have a
specialty, type in a phrase that includes the words “freelance writing” along with
your specialty. For instance, if you specialize in writing about travel, create an alert
around the phrase “freelance writing travel”

Now here’s a tip: When you create your alert, keep quotes around your keyword
phrase. This will create what is known as a “phrase matched” alert...meaning that
the results Google emails you will be more specific and relevant.

If you are not receiving many alerts, try adding another one for a different phrase.
Some examples of other phrases to use are: "content writer", "freelance copywriter”,
or "web content writer". The options are endless, so be creative and you will be sure
to get plenty of solid results.

#3 - The elevator pitch. Yes my friends it is alive and well. Have you ever heard of it?
An elevator pitch is a short summary used to describe a service, product or event
and its value. You can use this pitch on your online sites to compel clients to want to
work with you.

A good elevator pitch communicates to the client who you are, what you do and why
they should hire you. It should be interesting, memorable and short. It's about
convincing someone of something...about influencing people to work with
you...about connecting with and engaging someone to join forces with you and your
work.

The original “elevator pitch” came from the big studio days of old Hollywood.
Scriptwriters would seek jobs in the buildings that the studio execs would frequent
in the hopes of catching a 30 or 60 second ride with them in an elevator. When they
did, the exec had no choice but to listen. Many ideas, films and TV shows were born
because of an elevator pitch.

Today, the elevator pitch has been modernized. The modern pitch delivers a
compelling message and it demands action. It’s still brief...30 to 60 seconds or less
when spoken. The idea is to write something so compelling that your client will feel
that he or she must hire you.

Remember, it’s all about the bottom line. In a few words, explain how you will make
the client money through your writing.

You can embed your entire elevator pitch on the About Page of your site. Or you can
embed pieces of your pitch throughout your site. For instance, come up with an “in
your face” killer one liner and put it at the top of your homepage.
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That same pitch should not only be on your website, but it should be used on your
blog, if you have one, and your social media profiles. Turn it into your tag line. And
watch prospective clients line up at the virtual door wanting to work with you.

If you're having trouble writing your elevator pitch, I suggest you google "elevator
pitch examples" and you will get tons of results to look through that should give you
some motivation.

#4 - Become an active member of LinkedIn. If you don’t have a profile on LinkedIn
yet, be sure to create one. LinkedIn is a major B2B service provider. I've gained
many clients by simply adding “freelance writer” to my profile, along with my
elevator pitch and a few writing samples.

Don’t forget to add buzz words to your profile that make clients want to contact you
for work. For example, you should add words like: award-winning blogger, writing
mentor, industry professional for X amount of years...that kind of thing.

LinkedIn has a clever little tool that can help you land more clients. It’s called “who’s
viewed my profile?” This tells you the names and gives you the profiles of everyone
who has looked at your page. If they have client potential written all over them, send
them a quick email introducing yourself and ask them if there’s anything you can do
to help them.

Clients love that! They are already familiar with you because they were on your
profile. Just be careful that you don’t get in over your head here. LinkedIn can be
very effective. You want to make sure you can handle all of the work. Now wouldn’t
that be a nice problem to have?

One drawback to this little feature on LinkedIn is if you are on the free level, you're
limited as to how many people you can access who have been on your page. If you
want to see them all, you always have the option of becoming a premium member.

#5 - There is life beyond your website! Make sure you have profiles in the top social
media outlets. Yes, Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn are the most popular and I
recommend these three for freelance writers.

The collective monthly users on these sites is through the roof. Facebook tops the
list with 900,000,000 estimated unique users every month at the time of this video.
Twitter comes in second with 310,000,000 and LinkedIn with 255,000,000.

Make sure you treat social media sites as marketing tools. A client could find your
profile at any time. If it’s their first time reading about who you are, they should
have your complete story very easily in one or two sentences. The more your name
and your elevator pitch are available for prospective clients to see, the more work
you will get.
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On the top of every profile make sure to include all of your pertinent information,
your website and your elevator pitch. Interact with people that you might meet on
these sites. You never know who a client might be.

There are so many clients out there who want to find you. Follow my advice and you
will help them do just that.

See you next time:)



